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Duxbury Neighborhoods

Alden Heights
A Ninder, Gentler Neighborhood
Hy The Rev. Cannon Robert Merry

Duxbury was probably founded by oa group of
farmers who lett Phvmouth and wought ther Iinels
hood i agnculture in the eelatinely Oar meadow Lands
and amoeoth masshes of adjommge Duabury It was
only vears Liter that they turned to Ovhang, since the:
Lust necessity swaas o grow crops for tood Alier the
divivion of Land by lot i 1627 with the assagnment n:‘
20 acres perodimadual per fanulhy and ){ll.lhl”lt‘(‘t;
water transportaceess, these farms probably reached
tan wise back from the shore of Kingston Bay be
winming at the Jones River estuary and extending
down to and including Standish Shore, then called

town fundings.

Robinson and Zedehuh Synper 1

¢, Alden Heights

“The Nook." It reached north beyond what we now
call Hall's Corner, centering its commercial, religious
and social life around the First Meeting House
Erounds neat 1o what we now call “The Old Burial
Ground.” the oldest cemelery in continuous use in
the country. The whole arca, including the marsh and
shore  below,  was for many years  known  as
"Mnnun_'.\ Hole.” Land west of Tremont St.. was
called **Common Lands.” and used us a back-up for

The Alden Hewghts area from Islund Creek 1o Mor-
ton’s Hole wasv owned by a lew of these carly
larmers, most of o by Christopher Wadsworth,
Other ownery, iccordimg 1o Dorothy Wepiworth in
her Settlement ang Growth of Durtury, were
Ephrinm Hicks, Constant Starr und 1 hemus Prenge.
Three of them were mimisters: Charles Turner, John
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almost no spare ground for lawn or Rarage W hat
would they doafter all with a garage since at the time
oty opgin these pevple didn’t own either a car or a
horse?

Phe Hleghin was butlt for the Al Amenican™”
tamdy at the e, not for the mevers and shakers
huat the workers - the blue-colar workers, and Duy
buty wanted and needed them Itas remarkable that
i these dusy when the entire town tand I speak from
some s personal knowledge) was cilening 1o the
wealthy and alleged wealthy, a1 secking the crumbs
that nught (all from then tables  (Adfter all, we
townies had 1o make cnough money i 2 wummer
months o Last us the ather 10, no small
achicvement.) There was one section of town where
People were just people tryving to escape the heat and
seioke and dust of the city and this at a modest cost
This was to bea part of town where rivalries in size of

Alden Heli
Arnold’s.

lawns or numbers of servants or length of “*stretch
limos™ did not enter into the life style.

I have always had a warm spot an my heart for
Alden Heights dating from my college summers drin
g my father’s milk truck from his dairy farm on
North Hill. People here consumed a great quantty of
milk: with families of 4 and more children the usual
order was 5 or 6 quarts. People in most other purts of
town had standing orders for 2 quarts of milk and a
1ar of cream and 1 had to bill them once a month, a
real nuisance. Alden Heights® people paid cash ey cry
day. The price as 1 recall was 21 cents a quart, and
with our chief competitor just down the road at Bay
Farm at 24 cents a quart, 1 had a real edge on the
business here

I was reminded of basic Amenican values when |
visited the Heghts 3 weeks aee 1 owanried o o0

from his native | atvia when the Kusvians took over
the country from the Germans  After spending ¢
yeary in a detention camn in Havaria, then NCupied
ty French forces, The Firat Parish Church ol Dux
biiry sponsored them and they came to America Ay g
carpenter, he couid settie here castly, and my father
among othery found work for him He saved his
moncy and his wife went 1o work in domestic seryie.
so they were able to huy this Bowse and an acre of
wround for a garden and a chicken sard a few yar i
Away | probed into ther Fiperiencesn the
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one that struck me was therr Practice of 1y

ffee

PN
that had been maued 1o them and walking out ouer
the countryaide to the farms to gct bread any
their small children M- Hernina took mic ont 1o yhoa
me the garage he had rebuilt and the garden and
chickens in his vard, and | thought how great it 1y 10
know this story and the hife style that s being cars
on here in Duxburs,
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ghts neighborhood plenic, July '88, at the

So lleave this report on Alden Herghts with a great
deal of satusfacton, Duxbury is a lovely place to Iive
and we are all willing 1o Pay the cost of “he privileges
the town affords, but there is one great problem,
namely, the cost People whe can afford 1o live here
will pay the price, but many, cxpevially native Dun
burvites living on retirement moomes, cannot aftord
1L Every so otten | hear of a substarual Ciiren whoe
has moved away because of the Eigh cost of hving
here, 1 found i Alden Hewghts one plice m town
where Iving can be at modest cost and my feeling s
that we owe the people hving here o debtof gratitude
It 1s a hindness that we can Use 1N these expensine
tmes. Meanwhile, take s drive ur here and see all the
new construction, the neat lawns and vards and know
that here s a neichborhood of mutually CATINg, 1y
dependent and selt-rebant 1olhs who do therr share
and more tooser torward the guale
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Was o loromany  years hnown  oas
UMorton's Hole™ Land west of Tremont St way

called “"Common Lands,” and uved av a back up for
town lundings

The Alden Heghts area from Island Creek to Mor.
ton's Hole was owned by a few of these carly
farmers, most of jt by Christopher Wadsworgh’,
Other owners, according to Dorothy Weniworth in
her Settlement and  Growth of Duvtury, were
Ephraim Hicks, Constant Starr and Themas Prence.
Three of them were miniters: Charles'Turner, John
Robinson and Zedehiah Sanger. Joseph Soule had a
boatyard here and also made salt, an item much in
demand for preserving fresh caught codfish on ity
way to profitable markets in London. This condition
held up to the late 1700's w hen fishing became a ma.
jorindustry in Duxbury, later RIVINg way as we know
to the building of scaworthy wooden ships,

Shipbuilding pretty well took over the town from
these carly 1800°s to the latter half of this ¢entury.
The shore line of the bay below Alden Heights was
claimed by boatyards and indeed brick kilns, since
home building was an accompaniment of the pros-
perity of this peried. A fish pier and what used 10 be
called a **Pogic™ factory and later a shelifish col-
lection point continued right down to my own day in
the early 1920's.

Alter the shipbuilding cra Dubury struggled with
some cotlage industries to keep food on the table, but
times were hard until the town was discovered as a
summer resort. At the turn of the century big old
prestigious houses became inns and family homes
opened spare rooms to boarders and a new kind of
prosperity gradually dawned. People of some means
began to buy property and summer visitors swelled
the ranks of the year-round population from roughly
1,000 to 5,000. It was about this time that Alden
Heights was discovered as a desirable summer resi-
dence. 1/8-acre lots were laid cut and people of
modest incomes began 1o move in. Mary Ann Hanni-
gan says-her father buili the first summer cottage in
1908. Many others followed, most on 1/8-acre lots.
The town fathers at the time felt some kind of com-
pulsion to set this hill apart and for a time it was
called and still is by some oldtimers '*Alden Heights
Park." Perhaps there was a deliberate effort 1o build
affordable summer homes, or maybe it was just
another development for profit. In any case, Dux-
bury did boast a neighborhood that people from
South Boston, Somerville and Saugus could afford 1o
rent and perhaps buy into. As I recall Duxbury's
summer people, Powder Point, Washington St. (and
connecting lancs) were occupied by those who came
from Brookline, the Newtons and Cambridge; Stand-
ish Shore was owned by people mostly from Rock-
land, Abington, Whitman and Brockton. There
secmed 10 be a lesser and lesser affluent constituency
as we moved farther and farther from the bay. There

Bay, which gave Alden Heights people a real ad.
vantage. The houses in the more affluent sections of
town had for the most part at least an acre of ground
around them, where as those in Alden Heights had
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milk, with families of 4 and more children the usuyal
order wat Sor 6 quarts. People in most other party of
town had standing ordery for 2 quarts of nulk and a
jar of cream and | had to bl them once a month, a
teal nuisance. Alden Heghts' people pad cash every
day. The price as [ recall was 31 centy a quart, and
with our chiel competitor Just down the road at Bay
Farm at 24 cents a quart, I had a real cdge on the
business here,

I was reminded of basic American values when |
visited the Heights 3 weeks ago. | wanted to walk
around, visit the homes and get a real feel of the
place. I couldn't help noticing that most of the roads
were gravel. Oninquiry 1 discovered that this was be-
causce the town officials still look upon Alden Heights
as a private preserve, thus town tax money is not
available for black-topping. The same goces for plow -
INZ: N0 Lown snow plows come here despite the fact
that all residents are tax-paying citizens. The crushed
stane on wheel tracks 1 drove over | was told was
bought and applied by the people themselves. And
most of them like it this way. They like the hidden
aspect of this neighborhood. On my several drives
arodnd the arca I noticed an abundance of new look-
ing houses. I was told that almost all of them are now
winterized, people doing most of the work them-
selves. On my last call I had to wend my way around
maintenance vehicles. It is indeed a boom area with
line men stringing wires for cable (v and carpenters
reshingling a house. When [ stopped to check out
some of these things with Erik Kusins, proprieter of
DEK Engineering, he told me there are at least 1]
"'new’" houses (i.c. renovated) in the past 3 years. He
boasted of the area's **do it yourself"' philosphy as
he in fact had done most of the work on his own
renovation during which he tore down a cottage and
a garage to give him space for new construction. |
was 5o intrigued by his report I had to go and see it
for myself. Janet,

hour. I was struck
burning stove in the
with a 4-bulb light. The major heat source for the
house is gas-fired forced hot water with the furnace
in the half cellar, They are rearing 2 children, ages 9
and 11, and with 2 full-time jobs they are able to keep
their heads above water.

I made an earlier visit (o Pat Arnold's house,
which had been extensively renovated. By putting
together 3 1/8-acre lots plus their own original space
they have been able 10 place a swimming pool at the
far end of their lot. 1 noted also a substantial boat
owned by a neighbor which | also have seen regularly
al Howland’s Landing. All in all, the lifestyle of
these 2 families would be an example for all Ameri-
cans to follow.

My most overwhelming visit was with the Berzins
family. Pat Arnold had told me how Mr. Berzins
Uypified the indomitable and independent spirit of the
Heights, having lived there year-round for longer
than most. | discovered as he unfolded his story that

he and his wife and 5 children had come to the
LS A

by 2 things, the buxsom wood-

his wife, who works full time at -
~Rockland Trust, showed me around during her lunch

living room and the ceiling fan -

In 1950, having escaped after World War 11 |
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10 bvery so alten | hear af 4 wbhstartal aitizen who
hay moved away because of the high cost of living
here. | found in Alden Heghts ane place i town
where living can be at modest Contand my feching iy
that we owe the people hiving here i debt of Rratitude
It 1y a kindness that Wwe can use In these expensive
times. Mcanwhile, take a drive up here and see all the
hew construction, the neat lawns and yards and know
that here iy a neighborhood of mutually caring, in
dependent and self-reliant folks who do therr share

and more 1o vet forward the quality of hife we cherish
in Duxbury,

! VALENTINE'S GIFT

Treat that special someone (o a
unique Valentine's gift! Give a gift
certificate for an at-home
therapeutic massage. It will reduce
Stress and enhance well-being. Call
Susan Lanczillotta, certified licensed
macssage therapist. (617) 934-5080.

CUNNINGHAM & BURPEE

REALIOAS®
PLYMOUTH INDUSTAIAL PAAK
.5 ALDRIN AD PLYMOUTH MA 023e0

Time is running out....
homes left 1o choose from at Gardner Rd. This

Ounly two beautiful
gorgeous reproduction colonlal features:
4 bedrooms, large fircplaced famlly room off
country kitchen, formal livingroom and dining
room, 2 car garage, on an acre lol, Now $359,900
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